History 

Riverdale Elementary opened in August 1969 as Shelby County's first open-space K-8 school with William J. Colvard as principal and a faculty and staff of thirty. Riverdale began a tradition of excellence and innovation in the Germantown community. Thirty-three years later under the leadership of principal, David Carlisle, Riverdale is continuing its commitment to academic excellence, innovative educational programs, technology, and community involvement. Riverdale strives through its broad array of educational programs, technology, and experiences to afford each student the opportunity to reach his or her maximum potential. 


The growth of Germantown and the Cordova communities has contributed to the need for additions and expansions of the Riverdale campus and programs. In 1973, twelve rooms were added, and eight portables followed the next year reflecting the growth and success of Riverdale. Riverdale received its first accreditation from the Southern Association of Schools and Colleges in 1975-1976. As the school continued to grow, another twelve-room addition was completed in 1978. SACS approved Riverdale's five-year study in 1980-1981. The 1983-1984 school year opened with David R. Carlisle as the new principal. Riverdale's accreditation was again renewed in 1984-1985 following the ten-year study. During this year partial walls were added to the seventh and eighth grade complex and a new library facility was completed. The old library was converted to a computer lab, with 26 computers available for classroom instruction. With a student population of 1150 in 1990-1991, Riverdale introduced the innovative "Parent and Learners Lesson Line" (PAL line), a computerized telephone communication system between teachers and parents to relay homework assignments and special information. In 1993 Shelby County eliminated the open-space concept with the addition of walls to create self-contained classrooms. Two fully equipped science labs were also installed at this time.

Today David R. Carlisle continues to serve as principal to 1000 students in kindergarten through the eighth grade. Riverdale enjoys a reputation in the community for having a warm and friendly school climate with a family atmosphere. The Riverdale Faculty believes that self-esteem is the key to a successful educational experience. Each student is recognized as a unique individual....
